
St. John-St. Matthew-Emanuel Lutheran Church

Electronic Council Meeting on Zoom – Tuesday, September 14, 2021

Present: Pastor David Parsons, Fran Onne-Fong, Anne Voorhies, Tom Reiner, Barbara
Gruenburg, Joseph Militello, Tammy Johnson, Yonni Matson, Katherine Anderson, Marc
Youngblood, Gene Hiigel.

A quorum was present.

Excused Absence: Andrew Kjoller, Sarah Sampson.

Also Present: Deacon Eric Johnson

Prayer: Opening prayer was led by Pastor Parsons.

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm.

Secretary: Fran Onne-Fong

Approval of Agenda: A motion was made, seconded and adopted to approve the agenda as
amended.

Approval of Council Meeting and Reopening Minutes : Motions were made, seconded and
adopted to approve the minutes of the Council’s meeting held on June 8, 2021 and the Council’s
Reopening minutes from June 14, 2021 as presented.

Reports:

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Parsons presented oral and written reports.  He reported that
during the recent storms, the Parsonage basement was flooded, the cornice that was
previously damaged leaked and the skylight leaked in the upstairs bathroom so repairs
are needed.  He also reported that In-person worship is going well and the financials
overall are in a healthy position.  Dr. Kathleen Ruen, Executive Director of Koinonia and
member of St. JME, gave the congregation a presentation on Koinonia.  It has made
significant renovations and is doing well.  It will be ready for us when we go there on a
retreat, hopefully in the spring or fall of 2022.

Pastor Parsons highlighted the joyous spirit and enthusiasm for Sunday School as well
as confirmation by the children who will be attending.



Finance: Tammy Johnson presented the Financial report July 2020 - June 2021. She
reported and confirmed that we are financially doing very well.  The July 2021 Budget
was not complete.

Senior Center Report: Pastor Parsons delivered an oral report for the Executive
Director of the Senior Center, Jackie Eradiri who sent in a written report. The RFP
(request for proposal) for the Senior Center application was turned in and the Senior
Center is still waiting for a response which may be delayed until the new Mayor and
his/her administration is sworn into office in January 2022.  The Center is open and gives
food out monthly to the Seniors.

Worship and Music: Pastor Parsons proposed that we begin singing more in church
with masks on for the last hymn.  We also discussed the possibility of beginning a
smaller choir to sing at services because the church has good ventilation, an exhaust fan
in the attic and high ceilings.  Pastor Parsons will talk it over with Mary Fasano, the
Music Director.

Property - Parsonage Basement, Cornice and Skylight: After Eric Johnson checked
the damage in the parsonage, he reported that the parsonage basement is like a swamp
and he suspects that the ceiling tiles are asbestos.  The water damage repairs will not be
covered because the insurance has a $5000 deductible.  We will have our contractor
assess the situation and give their estimate.

Program - Youth Gathering: Pastor Parsons is concerned that if the Youth group
travels to Minneapolis for the ELCA Youth gathering and one member of the youth group
contracts Covid before returning to Brooklyn, what will happen?  There is a 10-day
quarantine requirement before travelling is allowed after contracting Covid.  Who will
stay with and care for that youth?  More discussion with Nadine Cordes, the Youths and
their parents is needed.

Next Meeting: The next regular meeting of the Council is scheduled for 7:30 pm on Tuesday,
October 12, 2021.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.

Submitted by:

Fran Onne-Fong, Secretary


