
St. John-St. Matthew-Emanuel Lutheran Church

Electronic Council Meeting on Zoom – Tuesday, October 12, 2021

Present: Pastor David Parsons, Fran Onne-Fong, Tom Reiner, Barbara Gruenburg, Yonni
Matson, Katherine Anderson, Andrew Kjoller, Marc Youngblood, Gene Hiigel, Sarah Sampson.

A quorum was present.

Excused Absence: Joseph Militello, Anne Voorhies, Tammy Johnson.

Prayer: Opening prayer was led by Pastor Parsons.

The meeting was called to order at 7:34 pm.

Secretary: Fran Onne-Fong

Approval of Agenda: A motion was made, seconded and adopted to approve the agenda as
presented.

Approval of Congregational Budget Meeting and the September Council Meeting:
Motions were made, seconded and adopted to approve the minutes of the Congregational
Budget Meeting held on July 8, 2021 and the Council’s meeting held on September 14, 2021 as
presented.

Reports:

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Parsons presented oral and written reports.  He reported that
the offering is sufficient but the total attendance has been declining week to week.
Sunday School attendance has been very light as well.  We need to reassess online vs.
in person Sunday School classes because if they are not coming to class on Zoom then
maybe we need to think about in person classes.

Rentaria is doing work for the parsonage roof, hatch, ladder, and cornice since the
maintenance committee approved the $8,500 bid.  Repairs and reconstruction are
needed in the basement which was flooded during Hurricane Ida.

The Senior Center got a 6 year contract from the City and we are now eligible to make a
bid for improvements in the Center like a larger TV screen which Jackie Eradiri, the
Executive Director, will take care of.

Presentation by Becca Seely, LMHE/The Vine: Pastor Seely presented an oral and
pictorial update of the Campus Ministry network called the Vine that gets young people
together weekly uptown, downtown and in Queens.  She emphasized how grateful she
and members of the Vine are for St JME’s partnership and financial support.  She told
the Council about the transformative experiences her ministry provides for a diverse



group of students to talk about identity, faith and how to get jobs.  It helps students take
on leadership roles and offers opportunities to volunteer for the College student pantry in
the East Village which is a food bank for students who need food and it will be expanding
to downtown Brooklyn.  The Council voted and approved stepping up our financial
support to $1500 annually to become a Covenant Congregation for the Vine.

Finance: Pastor Parsons presented the Financial report July 2021 - August 2021. He
reported and confirmed that we are financially doing very well.

Property - Parsonage Basement: The Insurance broker needs to be called to find out
what can be reimbursed for the repair and reconstruction of the flood damaged
basement which will cost approximately $15,500.  We need to have the work done.  The
money will come out of the maintenance budget except for $3000.  Rentaria is ready to
get started before the weather gets bad.

Unfinished/Continuing Business: Pastor Parsons had a follow-up discussion with
Nadine Cordes about the Minnesota Youth Gathering.  We will see what happens and
make a contingency plan if anyone should become ill with Covid while at the Youth
Gathering.  It is scheduled for July 2022 and they are expecting about 30,000 kids in a
basketball stadium.   Let’s continue to talk about this at our next Council meeting.

Gene Hiigel, long time member of St JME and served as Council member as well as various
executive positions within the Council, moved to Washington, DC with his family.  He is
becoming a member of a congregation there and has resigned from the Council effective at the
end of the meeting.

Next Meeting: The next regular meeting of the Council is scheduled for 7:30 pm on Tuesday,
November 9, 2021.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.

Submitted by:

Fran Onne-Fong, Secretary


