
St. John-St. Matthew-Emanuel Lutheran Church

Electronic Council Meeting on Zoom – Tuesday, November 9, 2021

Present: Pastor David Parsons, Fran Onne-Fong, Barbara Gruenburg, Katherine Anderson,
Andrew Kjoller, Marc Youngblood, Anne Voorhies, Joseph Militello, Tammy Johnson.

A quorum was present.

Excused Absence: Sarah Sampson.

Absent: Tom Reiner, Yonni Matson.

Also Present: Deacon Eric Johnson

Prayer: Opening prayer was led by Pastor Parsons.

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 pm.

Secretary: Fran Onne-Fong

Approval of Agenda: A motion was made, seconded and adopted to approve the agenda as
presented.

Approval of Council Meeting Minutes: Motion was made, seconded and adopted to approve
the minutes of the Council’s meeting held on October 12, 2021 as presented.

Reports:

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Parsons presented oral and written reports.  He reported that
the offerings continue to be strong.  Sunday School online attendance has been very
light so the Sunday School superintendents have requested that we begin in person
Sunday School classes in January 2022.

Pastor Parsons is excited about holding a food drive for the Little Free Pantry, collecting
Christmas-at-sea bags for the merchant mariners, and the Christmas Tree Sale on
Saturday, December 11, 2021.  Fool’s Mass will be returning to perform in the sanctuary.

Finance: Tammy Johnson, Treasurer,  presented the Financial report July 2021 -
September 2021.  She confirmed that we are financially doing well. Repairs for the
Parsonage $15,500 + $3,300 =$18,800 and the Church roof repairs of  $8,200 were not
reflected in the Financial report.  We transferred $25,000 from the fiduciary account



which was also not reflected in the report.  Tammy will speak with the bookkeeper to find
out where those figures are reflected and share it with the Council.

.

Worship and Music: Pastor Parsons suggested that we keep only the front two
windows open with the exhaust fan in the attic instead of having all the windows open
with the colder weather coming.  He proposed encouraging the congregation to sing with
masks on and he will invite the children to come forward during the children’s time. The
Council discussed these proposals and the majority agreed with everything, however, we
should have as many windows open and/or cracked open as possible for better airflow.

Property - Parsonage Update: The repairs to the Parsonage have been made and
Rentaria proposed additional repairs that were needed.  Deacon Eric Johnson, Property
committee chair, approved the repairs.  The Church’s insurance has a $5000 deductible
for personal damaged or destroyed items so it did not cover the cost of the repairs.

Youth Learning: Jennifer Herbert & Allison Struthers want Sunday School to meet in
person starting in January 2022.  Some children ages 5-11 will be getting vaccinated in
these next few months.  Deacon Eric Johnson had no students in attendance online last
Sunday and the attendance in the other Sunday School classes had very few students.

New Business: The Council agreed to have any profits from the sale of the Christmas
Trees be donated to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services.

Executive Session: A motion was made, seconded and adopted to move into executive
session to discuss a former member of the congregation at 8:35 pm and returned to regular
order at 8:55 pm.

Next Meeting: The next regular meeting of the Council is scheduled for 7:30 pm on Tuesday,
December 14, 2021.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm with the Lord’s Prayer.

Submitted by:

Fran Onne-Fong, Secretary


