
St JME Self Study 

STEP TWO: Developing a Mission and Vision Statement 

 

 

 

Bible Study 1: DISCIPLESHIP 
 
 

 

 

Bible Study opportunities - Select ONE  

 DATE   TIME  FACILITATOR  MATERIALS 

1. Sunday 2/12/17  10:00am  Marc Youngblood  provided at the meeting 

2. Wednesday 2/15/17 7:00pm Pastor David Parsons  ditto 

3. Sunday 2/19/17 1:00pm Susan Greig   ditto 

4. 2/12 - 2/25  ______ Self    digital download / email 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOURCES 

 
This bible study has been adapted with minor changes from Manual for Congregational Mission Planning, 2013, SW 
Pennsylvania Synod, ELCA pp 6-8 
Bible verses were retrieved 2/5/17 from https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-
11&version=NRSV;NIV New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-11&version=NRSV;NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-11&version=NRSV;NIV
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Discipleship - We follow Jesus 

 

Opening the book of faith: Luke 5:1-11  

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

5 Once while Jesus[a] was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in 

on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen 

had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one 

belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and 

taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out 

into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have 

worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 

When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So 

they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled 

both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 

knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with 

him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, 

sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 

from now on you will be catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they 

left everything and followed him. 

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 5:1 Gk he 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-11&version=NRSV;NIV#fen-NRSV-25101a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5%3A1-11&version=NRSV;NIV#en-NRSV-25101
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Asking questions: 
 

● Did this crowd seem to fill in from the front or from the back? Why might that be? 
● From all we know, who had more practical fishing experience - the fishermen or 

Jesus? 
● Did this experience limit or expand the experience of the disciples in this 

passage? How? 
● What did the big catch reveal to Simon Peter and the others? 
● Was there a connection between their old life and the new one to which Jesus 

called? 
● Who were they now following and how would that be lived out? 
● Who do you follow, and how does that get lived out? (Think too of who you follow 

on social media) 
● Who does your congregation follow and how does that get lived out? (there could 

be multiple answers here) 
 

Food for thought 
NOTES 

Often being a disciple is thought of as subscribing to a set of beliefs or 

following a set of behaviors and practices. But being a disciple might more 

accurately be thought of as having entered into a way of being that then 

results in a way of doing - fishers for fish become fishers for people. 

Discipleship - following Jesus - is becoming a new self or different self 

because one’s whole orientation to the world has changed. How one 

views people, purpose, future, urgency, values, and commitment changes. 

The disciple is a person with a new vision; he or she is a new creation. 

The calling of Jesus, the power of the Good News, the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit, and community life in the experience of the early Christians 

made them natural and urgent witnesses to the good things they had 

discovered.  

 

What does being a disciple of Jesus Christ mean for you as a member of 
St. JME? Does a disciple seek to attract new members and grow the 
church? Does a disciple seek to proclaim the Gospel in words and actions 
both within the church and in the wider community? At St. JME we are 
moving toward a mission where the life of the congregation emphasizes 
the latter point of view. 

 

Moving towards MISSION 

 

● Are you energized to be a witness of the life that you have as a disciple of 

Jesus? Why do you think that might be? 

● Does the whole idea of evangelism in any form bring up anxiety or restlessness 

within? Why do you think that might be? 
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Witnessing is … 

 

One person sharing 
with another 

 

 
RELATIONAL 
 
 
 

 
 

 REFLECTIVE 

A conversation 
about the 
transformation that 
occurs in your 
worldview because 
of Jesus 

It is dialogue about 
the experience of life 
and conviction in 
that moment as you 
share your spiritual 
journey 

 

 IMMEDIATE 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 INCARNATIONAL 

Your interaction with 
others, through the 
work of the Holy 
Spirit becomes an 
encounter with 
Jesus for them and 
you 

 

Witnessing … 

NOTES 

● Is a mentoring activity in which there is freedom to explore, question and 

share. 

● Accepts people where they are, but also seeks to help others take the 

next step in their spiritual life 

● A teaching activity, not to be confused with worship 

● Spiritual growth comes from a combination of worship (adoration) and 

discipleship (learning) 

 
 

PRAYER Commitment 
Make a commitment for the next three weeks to pray for one specific person to come to 
know Jesus, or to grow deeper in their spiritual journey. As you faithfully pray for that 
person, look for opportunities in word and/or action to share the love of Christ. This is 
not about getting them “into” church - rather it is about leading them, and yourself closer 
to God. Be ready to reflect on how God is at work in this relationship in the weeks 
ahead. 
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Digging Deeper 

Opening the book of faith: John 4:1-29 

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria 

4 Now when Jesus[a] learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing more 

disciples than John” 2 —although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who baptized— 3 he 

left Judea and started back to Galilee. 4 But he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a 

Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 

Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about 

noon. 

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His 

disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that 

you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with 

Samaritans.)[b]10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 

you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 

11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that 

living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons 

and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be 

thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The 

water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The 

woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 

coming here to draw water.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I 

have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you 

have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is 

true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped 

on this mountain, but you[c] say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship 

what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 

the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=NRSV;NIV#fen-NRSV-26148a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=NRSV;NIV#fen-NRSV-26156b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=NRSV;NIV#fen-NRSV-26167c


 
5 

to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 

The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he 

comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he,[d] the one who is 

speaking to you.” 

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no 

one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman left 

her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told 

me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah,[e]can he?”  

 

 

Asking questions: 
 

● What can you learn from the witnessing conversation Jesus has with the 

woman? 

● What can you learn from the woman’s witness to her village? 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

O God, we are children of your presence and your promises. We are shaped by your 

love and filled with your grace. Make of us what you will, that we may be your people in 

this world, bearing witness to your goodness and salvation. May those around us be 

touched by your Holy Spirit because of our words and deeds, for the sake of Christ, our 

Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=NRSV;NIV#fen-NRSV-26173d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=NRSV;NIV#fen-NRSV-26176e
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WORKSHEET PART 1 

REFLECTION 

In the workshop, Part 1: Discipleship on 2/26/17, we will reflect and share the key ideas 

that we discerned from scripture, discussion, and the prayer commitment from the biblical study 

of Discipleship (2/12/17-2/25/17) in order to make a statement about the nature of discipleship 

in our church.  

My thoughts … 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Write down YOUR statement about St JME and DISCIPLESHIP here so that we have some 

solid well developed ideas to discuss together on the 26th -  

 

Statement: St JME is …  

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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CHILDREN’S BIBLE STUDY for use at home or in Sunday School 

Use the following questions to help the younger children understand the 

story, retrieved 2/5/17 from http://ministry-to-children.com/bible-lesson-

fishers-of-men-from-luke-5/ 

1. What did Jesus ask Simon to do? To put the net down again. 

2. Jesus didn’t tell Simon that he would catch any more fish, but 

Simon still listened to Jesus and let the net down. What happened 

when Simon let the net down?  When the net was down Simon 

caught more fish than they could carry.  

3. What did Jesus tell the men at the end of the story?  He told them 

that they would be fishers of men. 

4. What does it mean to be a fisher of men? It means that they will 

be the ones to tell everyone else about Jesus and convince them 

that Jesus is the only way to have life.  

Jesus decided to use ordinary men like Simon to tell people about 

himself.  The men could not catch any fish until Jesus helped them. Once the 

men became fishers of men, they also could not do anything without Jesus’ 

help.  

 

Maze activity retrieved 2/5/17 from 

https://childrenschurch.wordpress.com/tag/fishers-of-men-bible-lesson/ 

Once your child has completed the maze, ask them to write or draw in the space around the fish 

all the people they OBEY. Discuss how following Jesus means obeying his call on our lives. 

http://ministry-to-children.com/bible-lesson-fishers-of-men-from-luke-5/
http://ministry-to-children.com/bible-lesson-fishers-of-men-from-luke-5/
https://childrenschurch.wordpress.com/tag/fishers-of-men-bible-lesson/
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Jesus called out to them, "Come, be my disciples, 

and I will show you how to fish for people!"  
Retrieved 2/5/17 from 

http://www.sermons4kids.com/fishers_of_men_abda_colorpg.htm 
 

http://www.sermons4kids.com/fishers_of_men_abda_colorpg.htm

